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brick and timber. There was a tank of consider-
able size in progress, not far from the establish-
ment; close to the landing-place there was a large
pond of salt water for keeping the turtle which
are taken during the season, for supplies to the
shipping, &c.; there were about eighty turtles in
it, at the time of our arrival.

Colonel Nichols, Captain Owen, and myself,
dined with Mr. and Mrs. Stanwell, where, among
other things, we had a large loin of wether goat,
which, in my opinion, was equal to the finest mutton ;
indeed, had it been called mutton, I should not have
known the difference, it was so fat and highly
flavoured. There are about six hundred goats on
the Island, who are allowed to wander in herds,
browsing on the sides of the hills, and feeding on
whatever herbage they can procure in the valleys.
In this way, no doubt, they pick up many aromatic
herbs,* which give a peculiarly fine flavour to the
meat; but the flesh of goats, is not the only de-
scription of fresh provisions on the island. Those
who reside here, are much better provided, in
this particular, than people in England imagine,
for there is a moderate supply of cattle and sheep,
for general consumption, while most individuals
have their own private stock of domestic poultry.
Turkeys and fowls thrive well here ; but geese arid
ducks, very indifferently, from the want of fresh

* Wild parsley is very abundant in the valleys, besides duckweed,
thistles, wild mint, and other herbs.